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an enemy.20 Major Outram was again sent to Sindh as
Commissioner on the request of Napier for the purpose of
enforcing the treaty.21 Outram pointed out that the present
treaty was more stringent than that of Auckland.22 But
Napier was determined to enforce it, and tried to convince the
Amirs that they would become richer by accepting it. But if
they refused, he would allow them to " try the force of arms,
at their own peril, if they are so pleased."23 Major Outram
rightly felt that this treaty would drive them to desperation
and war and, not wishing that consequence, urged upon the
government to make it less stringent. He supported his
argument with Benjamin Franklin's authority to the effect
that " no objects of trade warranted the spilling of blood, that
commerce is to be extended by the cheapness and goodness of
commodities, that the profit of no trade could equal the
expense of compelling it by fleets and armies."24 But his
argument fell on deaf ears, as it was bound to, for the main
object was not the extension of trade but the strengthening
of the British position on the Indus. Moreover, Napier
wanted war because, as Sir W. Butler puts it, ev no lover ever
longed for mistress more than did this man long for fighting."25
His defender, James Napier, gives another explanation of his
firmness. According to him, he was firm, not because he
wished to precipitate war but because 6i he held it shameful
and wicked to tempt the Amirs by any appearance of infirmity
of purpose to display their arrogance, when the Governor-
General had assured him the sword of vengeance would be
inexorably bared for the first fault." ^ He too had prepared a
list of the offences of the Amirs which included secret alliances
and confederacies against the British Government and the
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Mohd. Ghori seems to have been an implacable enemy of the English. At
this time, he allowed the rebel Syed to escape. Later on he played an
important part in the attack on Outram.
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